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The colorful artist

n business for well over a decade, NiniMomo specializes in

one-of-a-kind doll designs, each doll reflecting the designers

belief in originality, top-of-the-line quality and creativity. A
Ninimome goes through a metamorphosis as she transforms into
a stunning, cutting-edge, fashion savvy couture beaury ready for
the runway. Based on a pageant theme, each doll dons evening
ensembles richly and painstakingly embellished with hand-beaded
derails. This gorgeous and meticulous hand-sewn beadwork has
become the company’s forte and specialty. Delegate dolls range
from international and exotic beauties in a multitude of ethnici-
ties to the many changing faces that represent America. Each
Ninimomo may be inspired by the world’s greart fashion designers,
the traditional costuming of their region or inspiration may come
simply from a swatch of fabric. along with their dramatic hand-
beaded detailing, each ensemble has been luxuriously created in
the richest of fabrics and the highest of quality with gorgeous and
intricate detailing. Each delegate doll undergoes a transformation
characterized by dramatically rooted eyelashes, complete facial
makeover, various hairstyles, carefully crafted headpieces, and ac-
cessories and jewelry which accentuate each doll’s unique evening
ensemble. The designers, Nik Moronese and Marie LeBron,
pride themselves on creating gowns that are not only elegant and
sophisticated, but are relevant in the sense that it would be no sur-
prise to see some of these designs on fashion’s most discriminating
runways or parading across the pageant stage.

How did you get started on the original NiniMomnto collection?
Back in 1996 I was going to the local Barbie shows here on Long
Island to find secondary market Barbie dolls for my mom’s collec-
tion. I was at the Rockville Center show with Marie when I first
came across OOAK designer Barbies. Both of us were completely
amazed by the concept. While at the show, Marie and | talked
about the possibility of trying to create an OOAK kind doll of
our own as a gift for my mom.

After a lot of trial and error, we created our first NiniMomo,
which was nothing to write home about; however, we knew the
potential was there and even more so, we really enjoyed creating
her. At that time, I was back in school, Marie had just left her job
in healthcare and we started to research the whole idea of creating
a line of customized dolls. Having been a huge pageant fan all
my life, I thought it would be a great concept to create a group
of delegates each representing a different nation. As the two of us
loved travel, fashion, and pageants and were interested in world
culture, it was the perfect concept for us and it actually motivated
us to begin some serious work on our first group of dolls.

We were lucky to have the time to focus on these QOAKSs as
it took a lor of trial and error and research to get a momentum
going but, within a couple of months we had our first grouping.
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It wasn't easy but what was easy was coming up with the concept
and theme.

What drew you to pageant gowns as a specialty?

Qur love of pageants (in particular, Miss Universe™) was the
driving force to hone in on “pageant” gowns, however our gowns
and dolls were rarely replicas of contestants. [t was the concepr
of the pageant that gave us the open door to create glamorous
gowns from our own designs which was really where we wanted
the focus of NiniMomo to be - OQAK delegate dolls dressed
In evening gowns as if they were about to compete in a pageant.
Since 2004, we've really turned our focus on designers and cou-
ture, while still keeping that pageant evening gown competition in
mind, just at a higher, more exquisite and unique level.

Whe ave your inspivations and references for your work?

At the beginning, it was mainly our freedom to design whatever
came to mind but in the past few years, our main focus and inspi-
ration has come from the world’s top designers. Dior is definitely
a favorite for us but our inspiration is not limited to just Dior. We
are constantly researching all the designers’ couture collections,
trying to incorporate their designs into a 1/6-scale. The pageant
world still inspires us, especially the international costumes worn
by many delegates to represent their nations. We also do a lot of
our own designs.

How do you source fabric and findings for such small scale?
Being so close to New York City, we have a world of resources
for fabrics. It can be difficult to find small scale patterning for
1:6 scale but we have figured out ways to make that work, such
as ruching and pleating, Another arca we have been focusing on
is creating our own patterns on fabric via hand painting. Our
signature is definitely hand-sewn beadwork so once a pattern has
been laid out, the beadwork completes the patterning — it works
quite well. We also pick up fabrics from wherever we travel, 1
found a load of great, unique fabries while in Barcelona, Florence
and Cape Town.

What do you find that collectors are looking for these days?
We can't speak for all collectors but we can speak for our clients
who are seeking non-mass produced Barbie dolls that are of the

Miss Bulgaria 2009 - loosely based on a Roberte Cavalli
worn by Paris Hillon. Geomelric patterned sik covered in
hand-sewn beadwork fuchsia salin halter bodice with gown
overskirt with hand-beaded accents. Motching fuchsia
chiffon sandwiched between patterned silk skirt and satin
overskirt. Genvine Swarovski crystal rhinestone jewelry
accenls throughout in pave siyle, Doll is Tarina Tarantino.
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