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Spotlight Artist NINIMOMO

The collaborative work of Nik Moronese and Marie LeBreton

MNinimomo: A Behind-the-Scenes Look at Passion in the Making
By Angela Pravata

When [ walked into Ninimomeo's studio. | heard music. Yes, the radio
was on, but | literally danced some sort of jig with sheer exciternent
for all of the beauty that was in front of me. | was immediately
brought back to when | loved Barbie, and wondered why [ ever
stopped. All of the designers that | greww up loving were now
Barbie-sized, and crafted with the most intricate beading and

detail that | hawve ever seen. As someone who never considered
Barbie collecting. [ walked into a magical place of fabulous

fashion, glamour. and fun, and | immediately needed to be a part

of it

Mik Moronese and Marie LeBreton, also known as Ninimomo,

specialize in O0AK {one-of-a-kind) Barbie and Ken dolis. These college
friends tumed business partners are celebrating their fifteenth year in
business. and they are unstoppable. |1 had a chance to visit them while they
were preparng for their weekly preview, as well as this year’s Mational Barbie
Dall Collectors Corwention being held in Ft. Lauderdale, Rorida in July. This
vear's focus will be on Ken™s 50th birthday. Nik and Marie are researching
fashion from 1961 t© come up with the perfect designs to mark this very
special cocasion. The stunning designs that Minimomo create do not go
unnoticed by their extremely loyal customers. | had an opportunity 1o speak
o a few of their most passionate collectors, and their words help paint a
picture of just how influential and Innovative Ninimomo™s designs and
creations have been 1o the Barbie collecting world over the last fifteen

years.

Jean-Huy Tran and Shay Kawanomiller are avid collectors
of Ninimomo creations. Jean-Huy was never a doll
collector until he was introduced to them by Shay. He
was immediately hooked. VWhen asked what makes o,
Minimomo stand apart from the rest, he explained, ~1 think
the experience | hawve feit with Ninimomo dolls is the same
as how | hawve alvways enjoved artwork — 1 sit in front of
them until something precious is strmed within me, and
when | walk away from them. | camy that feeling with

me, knowing that life has become a little bit more
meaningful, and beautiful.”

Shay Kawanomiller was a collector for years when
he came across Minimomo, ~I vwas toially hooked,”
he =aid. ~1 fell in love with Ninimomo because they
were taking top designers and making their works
into Barbie-sized dresses. When | found out how
many hours of work they put into creating such
pieces, | just had 1o have one, 20 vwe purchased
Miss Bashkiria 2010, She was designed from

2 couture dress by Christian Dior. and when

she amrived, | knew | was hoolked. | love them

2ll. but if | had t© pick my top three they are:

Miss Colombia 2010, Miss Peru 2010, and

Miss Burundi 2010, | now own one hundred

and forty-five Barbies, thirty-five of them are
Minimomo™s, and | still have five more on the
wayl™

Mizs Kosowvo 2010-
inspired by Christian Dior’'s Fall 2010 Couture Collection

pdBnted by: ninimomo@msn.com




Miz=s Haiti 2011-

Debuting at the 2011 Mational
Barbie | Collector’s Comvention
in Ft. Lauderdale this Juby

Mik and Marie research hundreds of designs fromn Fashion Week, as
vvell as the shows in Paris and Milan each year t© look for inspiration
for their creations. However, the process does not stop there. MNik
explains how even a sunset will inspire a design. He said, "That's
how we made Miss Burundi 2010, When we see something
beautiful, vwe take it and run with it™ Shay also pointed out, “The first
thing that impressed me about Ninimomo was all the detziling they
put into each doll, fromn repainting their faces, re-rooting and styling
the hair. and the material they use, such as: silks, furs, and Swarowvsk
crystal beads. Nik and Marie do more than capture the artist™s design
— they really put their heart and soul into their creations, and wwith =0

many neww designers coming out, they have endless opportunities to
continue creating such fabulous dolls.™

Martha Torres has been collecting Barbies since 1983, She
became a fully committed MNinimomo collector ten years ago.
When | asked her about her journey through collecting, she said,
“Today. | only collect Ninimomo dolls. They are the absolute
BEST in the market | own over three hundred Barbie dolls,
and over one hundred and thirty of them are Ninimomo dolls.
I lowve the pageant one-of-a-kind idea since no one else will
own the doll yvou own. And the dolls, oh the dolls, are TO
DIE FOR! The gowns, make-up, and hair of a Ninimmomo
are extraordinary. They are almost like Faberge Eggs — they
are of royahty. Again, Nik and Mare's attention to detail is
impeccable. | stopped collecting everyone else’s designs about
seven years ago since | only wanited the best.™

Each wvweek, Mik and Marie first preview their latest dolls on
the company = Facebook page. and then on the Ninimomo
website, where collectors all over the vworld have instant
access 1o the latest pieces. | was in the sudio justa

Tevw minutes after a preview. and the calls came flying in.

Martha purchased Miss Albania and Miss Seychelles, my
personal favorite, and without a second to spare. Martha
=zaid, “it’s funny. because Nik has a release about every week,

and | think there are a feww of us that are watching the website
24(7 to have first dibs at the dolls!™

After touring the studio, it's safe o say that Ninimomo has
something for every Barbie lover. Their dolls range from $500-
%900, and they have an extensive layaway program for those
of us just starting our collections, or cannot decide between
afew. Avisit to their website, www ninimomo.com, is a

visual delight.

Since Ninimomo is celebrating their fifteenth anniversary
this year at the convention, they are in the process
of recreating a couple of dolls from their first year in
business. “We have alvways strived to camry forth fashion
inspired by fTashion,” said Nik. ~“We want o celebrate
our years in business by bringing something back to life,
as Tashion generally does. It's a way of rememberning
where we came from and loocking forward to where
weTe going.” Nik and Marie are so grateful to their
loval customers over the years, and the best way
1o thank them is t© continue o give them the best
possible parts of themsehves — their creativity. their

eye for fashion, and most of all, their Ninimomo
OOAK Barbies.
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Supplies:

fabric for the base (nost amything will do, | used a basic satin)
feathers

saquins, seed beads, and swarocwski Zrmm bicone beads
sawing thread, and beading needles if you are using beads
silk flowwers

fabric glues

saquin pins or elastic cord

Lastly, inspiration! Go online, search for images of rayal
weedding celebrations and formal events, the Royal Ascot, and
hat designer Philip Treacy

Length of time for project: about an hour. Basic sevving skills
will be helpful.

Instructions:

step 1:

1a. Start with a circle-shaped cutout of your base fabric. We
used a circle with a diameter of 1 ¥z inches across.

Tb. Repeat with the lining — here we chose stiff netting.

step 2:

2a. Once you've cut out your fabric, make a dart from the edge
tovvard the certer.

2b. After you've sewn the darts, pin together the fabric and
liming wvith their right sides facing each other. Sew with a 1/4-
inch seam allowwance.

Printed by: ninimomo@msn

3a. Trim and cut notches inte the seam allowanocs.

3b. T turn the right side out, you can cut a slit in the center of
the lining {this is helpful in keeping your searm from fraying).

step 4

4_ Push out the fabric through the slit and use a thin object
with a blunt edge to shape the edge of your base. Press and
stitch the slit on the lining closad.

step 5
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3. Mowe the fun part — a fascinator is meant 1o be a lighter
wversion of a hat. 1t's fun and flirty: We've put together several
items that would make 'a great piece. The possibilities are
endless!
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step 6

Ba. Amrange your decorative iterms, and start stitching!

Bb. A hint - when you work with feathers, apply a small
armourt of glue on one end, and let the glue dry before sewing.
This will help trermendously in keeping the feathers on your
piece.

Bo. Another hint- if you know how to curl ribbon, you can also
curl feathers the same way. Just take care in howe much tension
vou use. Make sure you hawve sewveral feathers, in case some get
destroyed in the curling process.

step 7:

pZnted by: ninimomo@msn

7. Minimomo lowes to incorporate hand-sewwn beadwork, and
wie left patches on the satin hat where we can add clusters of
beadweork.

Fa. We've usad a Swwarovski 2mim bicone for a flower's center,
and anchored it with a seed bead.

Tk We've also added some hand-bkeaded fringe by stringing a
number of seed beads.

step B:

8. ¥ou're almost done. The last step is to secure the fascinator
1o your doll’s head. You can use sequin pins (short straight
pins} and push through the base - use a few pins so the
fascinator sits flush on the head. You can also make a band.
Elastic cord is perfect for this.

Ba. Measure the amount you will need by stretching the cord
around the head {go frem top then around the back of the
head and back to top). Cut the cord a little longer than your
rmeasurenment and make a double-knot at both ends.

Bb. Sew the knotted ends to opposite points of the fascinator’s
edges.

step 2

Viilal Just in tirmne for the wedding!!
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