Original & Opulent:
Designers of

One-of-a-Kind e
Fashion Dolls

By Caroian B. CooK
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makeovers are very big

LA glamorous, in the cotlecting world,”
b and brings Faracne stated, He hasa
big prices on the Insemet?  list of over 328 designers,

The atswet: ane-of-a-
kind fazhion dells.

The trend grared
wiich the Sarlie dell.
The cury body made a
wonderhrl mmanneguin
for these wha enjoyed
designing fashionable
ouibies ansl sewing
them in dell scale. But
the puinber of designers
hag ezcalaced i che last
couple of years. When
aghed why, Mhk ddasanese
of Minihono answcred
ernphaticalhy, "Beoause
af the [nremer—that’s
what apencd doors.”
Jenimy Sutherland sf[aC
Designs added thas she
“weouldn’s be close ta
being knowrnib ik weeren®
For the Ineermec”

Jim Faraone, the
authar ol series of
books ondaellmaks-
avrers a8 wigll as being
an artist himesell, sovs
thiak the rakeavers
have been going on for
weer 200 years. * The pio-
neers inthe fashion doll
trakeover warld had
put up with collecvars
seating they didn'z wan:
amy creation withoul 3
manufacrurer’s label on
it Ower time the eolles-
trs’ appreciation area,

and thicre are yncounted
athers.

Artist Rense Coughlan
painted out that “ong-
of-a-kind dells came
it populariog becwose
back abous 1994695, ac
the height of Barkie col-
izctible fever, callectors
became discouraged at
the lazge editions that
MalwﬁE\Was rodU g
and leaked for limited
unigiee high quality
dells to fil that woid.”

Jerredd Thomas, af
Terrald de Wilfe, added
“The appeal of the ane-
of-a-kind dolls o collec-
eexs ds simply having
something tat no one
else has. Collectors
wrant something that is
complepehy unigue and
they ae willing e pay
o have chat exciusivity”

Jenry Sutheriznd
agreed, “Collecoos ove
onginaling-a doll you
don't see every day.
What collectors love
ahoue che one-afa:kingd
doils is that the dalls
are 5o full of derail.
Bach doll has life toit”
Jernyr emphagsized that
destgners have to seay
ariginal.
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Fess Tashion dolis was
the appeatande of
Ashton-Diake’s Gepe in
1595, soan fodlowed by
Bobert Tonner's Tifer
and gthers. Designing
fer iy ol L6 anches
satherchan 1% inches
all appeals to miany of
the dezigners. fenmy
Sutherland, for exam:
ple. began creating ane-
aba kind dolls sadch
Aavine. buz nowr wotks
serizh Chemne angd Tider,
Jenmy prefers to da che
repainting whils Her
sister Chiussy Sredar
s the costumes.

The arcists have
chasen to make ongof-
a=kireel dolls for varicog
reasons, Hm Faraone
said “T mainly do one-
of-a-kind dolis because
| seraialel go npes 3T had
remake the same ouckc
pver arid over again!
Each news doll isa new
gepefictoe.and 4 new
challenige wehich keeps
wour g, ideas and
creations fresh.” Famone
explained chat ezch
vear he cames up with
a by line of dells so
collectors don't gat
bored.

Fenee Coughlan said,
T'wer alweays approached
rry dalls as a weark of
art, The whole process
from the creasion of the
daill, deaseni oo the
phincas [ puc on ey
Webaite, 2 venr impor-
want o mues | want each
il v conmect weich
ERe viewasr i sne
erantiongl way” Renee
creaces dells with story
ane & debnie persongli-
ty. “This cames through
in the ¢lotharg and
accessories, o, she
saidd. *1 bope this s
what makes e dolls
zppealing o collecrors.”
Fenee transformes both:
Parlie and Gefreintora
variety of fantastic
characters. T carme into
this {making one-of-g.

kind dafls) Faely carly
and became ko as
the *Fairy Lacdy" in the
Barbia wrarld. Timin
makes all the difference.”
The designers sary
with the degree to
wehich chey make gvet
the original doll, Some
concenicate on the cos-
ring ang haicspdes:
Oehers repeine fades, re
ool hair and even re-
bend limbs to carmy gyt
cheir vision. Marie
LeBreton of HinibMomao
said thar she and Mik
Meroncse divide up the
wari: she Topes ey
lasfies, iz the scamatress,
does the beadwork, and
makes accessories. Mik
designs the costumes
amd tzanslates chem inge
patterns, does the facial
piinting, and creates
the hairseyles and
jeeealey. Thoy prefer
whorking an Sl
dlalls, as Mik said,
e gives Baeli
Jewers another
facet of callecting,”

R vl fe by forrakd de Welle

Jercold Thomas {of
Jerrald de Welle, an
imnaginary designer
whio s a compilation of
Mddrian, Taegues Fach,
and Chriscian Dian
said “The challenpe i
designing |:-e*.rjl:il.'|.-?i=$h'
iang that are authentc,
bur not merely recra-
aticns of old styles. I
stoen myvselFin fashion
history refererices from
the 1940 and 'S0, but
then | design samething
Enat is truly original.
The me, the actitude,
e detatls zre correat
for the period, but che
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idea is unigue.” He
explained thae the Fun
part is pretending he is
Jerreld de Wl fe,
designing For glamosous
clierts iike Lauren
Pacall, Bather Williams,
Croer Gargon, Grace
Eelly or Suzy Fatker,
tagalie Houle
Daswrsan of MHD
Desighis has a similac
philasephy: ©1 studie:d
thi histony of cosume,
fut I'm oot repraducing
thiose. | put rmyselfin
different eras ta create
the designs.” She profors
5 to F2-inuh size cdobls
Pt of the 70 ensom:
bles zhe mads last year
weere [or Cene and Tiler
dolls, although she
acrits that ane of hes
influences is Barle,

Cest Ve, o Chenl
Hagalie Houls Cawson's
shedle e French fanes,
unge she is 3 native &l
Chiudiias

along with old movies
and the styles of the
1%z and ‘50z, Magalie
sells all of her dolls
gither through her cwn
Web site or eBay: She
sees her dolls “as soulp-

mage Tnare then fachions.

The dolis are not oo
play with, they're o
ro displaw”

el af the design:-
T3 have Impressive
helck‘gmundﬁ. Tze
Kaminski of Limited
Criginal Dol ke Toé

wirked for Clanm
Wersace as a designer
for 22 vears, but she
enjessthe change to
dﬂ]]l'ﬂ. Bill Jones wiarked
Fise TaTsF weRrs as 4 pro-
Feszor of chearre design,
designing costumes

Eor shiowws anl
private clisnts,
and working as
a makeup artist
farthe Sun
Francizco
Cpera, He
said, “Iis fun
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Aie Sprdinia by MniHaze,
wha dpecilize in acils
drenaed Nor Bealuly papsans
wnd |n|#rHrr|! hew the
peovasret malles £rer euliure
ol My Sourries

to paing and
costume-small
Hgures that
den'e talk back,
I can create
COSLLTMES Mo
STAEC per-
former would
dare to wear,
or that are taa
fanrastic tobe
practical.”
Jetreld
Fhomas; a
Eii:,rl.l_l.-lll' of

£y ! the Rhode
T :"7 I.;H.I.E'I N -
] School of
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Cresign; workied for 12
vears as art direcror for
the MoCall Pattern
company and is nodw art
direceor bora Mew Yoriks
hazed intermationzl
fashion furécasting
company. David Walfe,
Jermld’s pamner in
Jerrold deWelle, 35 a
fashion forecaster and
creative director of

The l-":.li'l.n::g.a'l]: Group,
leading Fashien buying
and consulking com-
pany. He has wierked as
a consultgnt Far Fashion
designers such as Calvin

fevie by denny Saherlood

Flein and Adejanne
Vittadini and bas inter-
viewed fishion stars
such as Donna Karan,
Ralph Lauzen, and
Valentno. Bik Maoronese
i a fashion pharograph-
erwho has worked for
agencies such as Wilhel-
mina, Elite, and Click,
Tré Kaminski said,
"Collectors knoeay that
with my dolls they are
ECHiig sore stage in
my life that happened,
ar something [ admire. 1
put all of me in my
dalls. They Bave to be
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