Celebratin |
Nature’s Beauty
Other Personified
E t] By Heidi Heiderman

Right: The porcelain OOAK The
Awakenling of Spring by artist
Silvia Opderbeck stands ap-
proximately 26 inches tall. She |
features Geman mouth-blown
glass eyes and wears a gown of
embroidered cotton tulle and
silk ribbans, which is timmed
with golden accents, pearls
and silk flowers. (E-mailz sivi
adolldesign@t-online.de)
Below: Elegant and reminis-
cent of At Nouveau style, Fall
Is a OOAK sculpied from pa-
perclay. She measures 35
inches tall and is lightly draped
in a silk dress, which has been
hand-painted by her creator,
Dutch doll artist, Yvonne Flipse,

{E-mail: info@yvonneflipse.nl)

Right: Antique textiles were
used by doimaker Stephanie
Blythe to give an organic feel
o har OOAK Mother Mature.
Blythe also used beads,
Swarcowvskl crystals, Tibetan
lami's wool and manzanita
burl acoms lichen to costume
her china-painted porcelain
original. (Web site:
wwwstephaniebvthe.com)
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Above: An aquatic take on the Maother Earth theme, this graceful OOAK
Irish Mermaid by Dianne Mayne measures 14 inches leng. She is dali-
cately sculpted out of polyrmer clay, covering a wirs-and<lay armature.
Her opalescent tall is created from slicas of mokume cane layered with
transiucent polymer clay and painted with dicoflex paints, {Web site;
www hiddenhillhollow.com) Left: Comprised of natural materials,
gourd, grapevine and paper clay, Fertllity pays tribute to the Afriican
plain with some of its fauna—a zebra and giraffe—skillfully carved
o into the dolls’ base, Doll artist Peni Dyer was challenged in making
this QOME, 3 it was her first attempt in creating a doll using a
gourd. She notes: “SCulpting the fernale upper body in paper-
clay was no problem, but getting the paint to stick to the
gourd's surface was a challenge. Since | wanted the natural
| shading of the gourd to show throwgh, | coutd not wse a
prirner, and | hid difficulty getting paint 1o adhere 10 the sur-
face of the gourd. After experimenting for awhile, | found that
applying water- mixable oll paints in layers (preferably with a
soft cloth) would give me the desired reseis” (E-mai;
penid200datot mailcom) Below: Doll artist Linda Zalme
takes her cues from natune—specifically, butterflies and
maths—as the inspiration behind her JOAK creations.
Gypsy Maths shows Zalme's ability 1o not only creatively
replicate the spirit of these beautiful creatures in her
dolls but also the hurman condition as she recreates a
scene featuring a mether and teenage daughter. Fit-
tingly, the figures are clad in gypsy garh. (E-mail:
lindazalmag@nac.nat)

Above: Wendy Rinehart's OOAE, Earth
Maother, measuras 20 inches and is
made of media including: Cermit,
felted mohair, paperclay and coth.
The artist beautifully describes her
piace: “Smiling kindly, this Earth
Mother encourages growth, She fes-
toons the forest with garlands of
leavies and wheraver she walks, new
life springs from the soll, The Blue
colors and beads reprecant water
droplets trickling through the sail,
nourishing all her children.”

(E-rail: wendyrinehart@rogerscom)
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Above and belaw: Artist Judi Gunter gives us a
cross-cultural interpretation of Mother Earth
with her QOAE dolls Gala and Under Watchful
Eyes. Through Gaia, who is made of faled
wienl, the artist expresses her own Concern
about the state of the world. Her dell, Under
Watchful Eyes, arepresentation of a First Na-
tions Mother Goddess, is a raminder of the im-
portant roke the First Mations' mythaos plays in
our overall cultural identity. (E-mail; pic.

turashow 7ahotmail.com)

Left: Zawleruszynski's Kamela, from the com-
pany's 2009 viryl line, stands 32 inches tall, Her
curly brewn human-hair kocks frame ber angelic
face Her delightfully simple outht includes 2 silk-
anchcotton dress with a lace apion, Kamela's
cutfitis accentuatad with leather, stone, and
porcelain bobbles and accessories, Her feal ara
shod with leather-and-porcelaln candals, The doll
fs lienited tean edition of 100, (Wb site:
wwwzawlenisaynskloom)







