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“If for any reason the winner cannot fulfill
her duties as NiniMomo's Doll of the Year, then
the first runner up will tike her position,”

NiniMome Creations specializes in one-of-
a-kind Barbie Pageant Delegate doll designs,
which are not in any way affiliated with Mattel,
Bach delegate reflects designers Nik Moronese
and Marie LeBreton’s belief in originality,
quality, and creativity. Each doll features carefully
hand-crafted details, which are not limited 1o
exquisitely beaded bodices, painstakingly hand-
sequined gowns, luxuriously appointed evening
capes, and elegant wraps. The original doll
undergoes a transformation characterized
by dramatically rooted eyelashes, complete
facial makeover, and varions hairstyles that
include elegant upsweeps, pileups, braids, and
heat perms. In addition to full clothing and
facial revision, each doll is accompanied by
carefully crafted headpieces, earrings, necklaces
and bracelets. which accentuate each doll's
unigue evening ensemble.
The company prides itself
on creating gowns that are
not  only and
sophisticated, are

elegant
but
practical in the sense that it
would be no surprise to see
same of these designs on
Milans runways or parading
across the pageant stage.
The idea of incorporating
4 pageant theme with Barbie
wasn't difficult. NiniMomo
designer and owner, Nik
Maoronese, having worked
with the Miss NY and Miss
NI-USA pageants, was
already familiar with the

108

world of pageantry, “I figured if we were 1o Iry
our hand at doll design, we should have an area
of concentration and a theme which would, in
win, make us more distinctive.” Moronese camed
a B FA. from Hofstra University in photography
and combined his interests in the fashion industry
and pageants: Owver the years, Moronese’s
freclance fashion photography has been published
throughout the country, and he has worked for
such agencies as Wilhelmmina, Elite, Click and
Storm. With a background and experience in the
fashien and pageant industries, Moronese feels
he brings a special talent to the company which
he started with Mare LeBreton. Nik and Marie
first came 1ogether when Moronese coached
LeBreton for the 1992 Miss New York Pageant
in which LeBreton wore a gown of her own
design. Marie earned both a B.A. and an MLA.
from Hofstra University in biology and health
care administralion, respectively, Marie
contributes, among other talents, her lifelong love
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of sewing to NiniMomo. At a very young age,
Marie was introduced to the sewing machine by
her mother and quickly became involved in
making clothing for herself and friends. Before
collaborating with Moronese on NiniMomo
Creations, Marie's professional career focused
en nonprofit work for a New York AIDS
organization where she coordinated ¢lient
services, Desiring to have more time to cxercise
her creative skills, Marie joined Nik o pursue
doll craft and design full time,

“Clients are always asking vs if we run out
of ideas, but the truth is, as long as New York
keeps importing some of the most beautiful
materials in the world, we'll never have a
problem!™ Every two manths, Nik and Marie trek
inte Manhattan for their NiniMomo shopping
spree. They spend about three days searching out
some of the most popular and most obscure
fabric, bead and trim shops. On their most recent
trip, they purchased fabric from the Fall *97
collections of such notable
designers as Nicole Miller,
Donna Karan, Isaac Mizrahi
and Badgley Mischka.
“You never know what vou
will find on any given day,”
said LeBreton. “Sometimes
we'll find hundreds of
unique Pakistani
Indian beads, Swarovski
crystals and rhinestone
trim. Other times we'll
come back with about 100
different materials.”

and

“We always carry a
lighter with us,”" said
Moronese. “That way, we
can test a fabric w see if it



| PREVIOUS PAGE (Lt R) Miss Vanuatu 1997, Romania 1997 Mexico 1997; owners Amarylla Smart, Hong Kong, Pam Dodsen,
Tesm= ond leff Doung, Calif. ABOVE Pocohontas as Miss Egypt 1997, Semi Finalist for Doll of the World 1998; owner Lisa
Siewmons, Moryland.
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is real silk — if it burns up, it"s real. We also try to do some research to
see where the material is imported from or if it is surplus from any
important designers. I think it is important for our clients to know what
they are paying for.” NimiMomo fecls they are definitely lucky. Living
50 close to Manhattan, there is never a lack of shops and if they need to
find something special, it's going to happen there! They have a special
commitment to using only the finest in natural and synthetic materials
for the pageant contestants, and they never use paterned material that is
nolL proportivnal to the 11 and Y2 inch frame. Some of their favorite fabric
choices range from vintage metallic embroidered brocades, velvel lamés

ltalian, Indian and Japanese silks and designer surplus

BELOW Miss Bangludesh 1997, Semi Finalist for Dolf
of the World 1998, imported Indian gold and pearl
filigree trim; owner, Amarylla Smart, Hong Keng,

ABOVE Exoflic Contestants from
Lt B) Lebanon, Quatar, Russia;
owners, Jody Hanson, Michele
Miller and Pamela Philips. LEFT
Miss Italy 1997, a Top Finisher for
Doll of the World 1998, fabric is
imported lolian metallic silk lamé;
awner Silvia Fiagi, Milan ltaly.
BELOW Miss Siberia 1997, Semi
Finalist far Dall of the World 1998,
genuine chocolote mink; owner foy
lsan, Calif,

In addition, authentic and faux furs selectively complement some dolls
otherwise accompanied by tulle petticoats, marabou boas, netfed/mesh
shirts, capes or luxurious evening coats. Many of their beauties don full-
length {and tight fitting!} evening gloves, coordinated to accent their
ensembles, Moronese said, “Most of the time, I'll takea few howrs at the
beginning of the week o design the upcoming contestants. T usually try to
incorporate a balance of styles. When we are working on our International
collection, my faverite part is w desizn and research some of the more
exolic gowns for the contestants from Africa or the Middle East.”
Oceasionally, NiniMomo will start with a piece of fabrie, building the
designs from discussions about its possibilities. Sometimes the tabric itself
will inspire NiniMomo to create a fashion revolving around the richness of









